
Medicare and GLP-1 Medications - What you should know

GLP-1 (glucagon-like peptide-1) receptor agonists are prescription medications originally
developed to treat Type 2 diabetes. Several brands have expanded FDA indications to
include cardiovascular risk reduction and chronic weight management. Common
examples include: Ozempic, Wegovy, Mounjaro, and Zepbound. Because they are
frequently in the news, many Medicare beneficiaries are asking… “Does Medicare cover
these medications?” 

When Medicare Does Cover Them:
Medicare Part D (your prescription drug plan) may cover GLP-1 medications when they are
prescribed for:

Type 2 diabetes
Certain heart-related conditions (when FDA-approved for that purpose)

Coverage depends on your specific drug plan. Some plans may require:
Prior authorization
Step therapy (trying another medication first)
Higher copays depending on the drug tier

Every plan is different, so it’s important to check your own formulary.

When Medicare Typically Does Not Cover Them:
By law, Medicare does not cover medications prescribed only for weight loss. If a GLP-1
medication is prescribed strictly for weight management without another qualifying
medical condition, it is usually not covered under Medicare Part D.
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Important Cost Considerations:
These medications can be expensive. Even when covered, your out-of-pocket
cost will depend on:

Your plan’s deductible
The drug tier for the prescribed drug
The stage of your Part D coverage
The annual out-of-pocket maximum

If you take one of these medications or are considering it, reviewing your drug
plan each year during Open Enrollment is especially important.

What You Should Do:
Talk with your doctor about whether the medication is medically appropriate
for you.
Check with your Medicare drug plan to confirm coverage and estimated
costs. Costs vary based on your drug plan, deductible, and coverage phase.
These medications can be expensive, so it’s important to check your specific
plan details.
Review your coverage annually to make sure your plan still meets your needs.
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please let us know.

The greatest compliment you can
give us is a referral to a friend or
family member.

Thank you!!!

MEDICARE MADE EASY
11440 West Bernardo Court, Suite 300,

San Diego, CA 92127 | (858) 935 - 9120
jim@themedicareanswerguy.com

themedicareanswerguy.com


	MAY 2026
	Medicare and GLP-1 Medications - What you should know
	GLP-1 (glucagon-like peptide-1) receptor agonists are prescription medications originally developed to treat Type 2 diabetes. Several brands have expanded FDA indications to include cardiovascular risk reduction and chronic weight management. Common examples include: Ozempic, Wegovy, Mounjaro, and Zepbound. Because they are frequently in the news, many Medicare beneficiaries are asking… “Does Medicare cover these medications?”
	When Medicare Does Cover Them: Medicare Part D (your prescription drug plan) may cover GLP-1 medications when they are prescribed for:
	Type 2 diabetes
	Certain heart-related conditions (when FDA-approved for that purpose)
	Coverage depends on your specific drug plan. Some plans may require:
	Prior authorization
	Step therapy (trying another medication first)
	Higher copays depending on the drug tier
	Every plan is different, so it’s important to check your own formulary.
	When Medicare Typically Does Not Cover Them: By law, Medicare does not cover medications prescribed only for weight loss. If a GLP-1 medication is prescribed strictly for weight management without another qualifying medical condition, it is usually not covered under Medicare Part D.
	SCAN TO VIEW AND SUBSCRIBE TO MY YOUTUBE CHANNEL. NEW VIDEOS RELEASED WEEKLY.

	MEDICARE MADE EASY
	11440 West Bernardo Court, Suite 300, San Diego, CA 92127 | (858) 935 - 9120 jim@themedicareanswerguy.com themedicareanswerguy.com
	Important Cost Considerations: These medications can be expensive. Even when covered, your out-of-pocket cost will depend on:
	Your plan’s deductible
	The drug tier for the prescribed drug
	The stage of your Part D coverage
	The annual out-of-pocket maximum
	If you take one of these medications or are considering it, reviewing your drug plan each year during Open Enrollment is especially important.
	What You Should Do:
	Talk with your doctor about whether the medication is medically appropriate for you.
	Check with your Medicare drug plan to confirm coverage and estimated costs. Costs vary based on your drug plan, deductible, and coverage phase. These medications can be expensive, so it’s important to check your specific plan details.
	Review your coverage annually to make sure your plan still meets your needs.
	We try hard to recognize every referral but if we missed anyone, please let us know.
	The greatest compliment you can give us is a referral to a friend or family member.
	Thank you!!!
	Cathy B referred Kathy K Dan S referred Christine S John & Dalyce M referred Paula & George M Jay R referred Martha M Darla G referred Holly R Duane C referred Angela C Don M referred Terese M


	MEDICARE MADE EASY

